
Monday mornings are very busy at 
the Wyckoff PTO Economy Shop at the 
corner of Wyckoff Avenue and Main 
Street. Yes, that little red building – 
which used to be the railroad depot 
years ago – is the home of one of the 
treasures in Wyckoff. Seventy-one 
years old this year, it was started in 
1947 as a once-a-week fundraising 
project that was held in the garage of 
a Wyckoff PTO member. As the idea 
grew, so did the shop and it relocated 
to the historic Susquehanna Railroad 
station. It has become a place where 
people can drop off items they no longer 
need, and others can purchase items at 
a deeply discounted price. It is entirely 
run by volunteers, and they need more! 
Wyckoff Living visited the cozy and 
crowded shop as volunteers were busily 
sorting and tagging the items that are 
discounted to half price, and preparing 
the items that leave the store, as well as 
organizing the items that had arrived 
at their doorstep over the weekend. 

We spoke with Carolee Fletcher, who 
is the co-President along with Jennifer 
Infantolino, and Amy Parker, who is VP 
of Marketing, about their passion for 
this organization. 

The Economy Shop accepts items 
from individuals and also from 
consigners, who receive 60% of the 
profit while the shop receives 40%. If 
items are not purchased within six 
weeks, they donate the items to Star 
of Hope Ministries in Paterson, who 
regularly pick up from the shop and 
are so grateful for the donations. But 
most items get purchased! They stock 
items from clothing to dishes to shoes to 
scarves and jewelry, sports equipment, 
toys and books. Need a backpack for a 
child? There is quite an assortment. Is 
Spirit Day coming your way? Amy says 
she purchased a sports shirt for her son, 
then her daughter wore it for her Spirit 
Day, and then Amy donated it back to 
the store. One young woman started 
a corporate job and needed clothes: 

she found several nice outfits at the 
Shop. And a tip for moms with young 
daughters: We spied a few American 
Girl dolls in excellent shape ($40) and 
some cute outfits ($12). Their most 
commonly donated and purchased 
items are children’s clothing and 
women’s clothing – and they have a 
full rack of designer clothes! One of us 
almost purchased a scarf, and publisher 
Patty Palaez went back to buy the 
gorgeous red dress she saw. 

The staff keeps track of each item, 
using an elaborate color-coding system. 
They track how long an item has been 
in the store, so that at the 4-week point 
it is discounted to half price and at 
the 6-week point, they know to leave 
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it outside with the pile for the Star of 
Hope pick-up. They currently have 14 
school coordinators on the board, and 
they and other volunteers are always 
tagging items, marking them down, 
organizing the store and making the 
store look inviting and pretty. When 
we walked in, there was chaos after 
all the delivered items were taken in, 
and when we walked out a mere hour 
later, everything was neatly hung up, 
tagged and in its place. Customers come 
from all over the area, and Amy tells us 
that every time she works in the store, 
there are shoppers coming in either 
for themselves or for others who are in 
need. And the best part? All the profits 
go to the Wyckoff elementary schools, 
Eisenhower Middle School as well as 
Ramapo and Indian Hills High Schools 
after the shop’s overhead is met. And in 
June of each year, as the Economy Shop 
is closed for the summer months, they 
pack up everything they haven’t sold 
and it all goes to charity.

Both Amy and Carolee say they love 
working at the shop, and they always 
enjoy meeting so many new people. 
In fact, Carolee recently moved to 
Wyckoff from Florida, and working at 
the shop was a great way to learn about 
the town and feel settled. They provide 
training to all new volunteers, and 
anyone can do a short shift, say, once a 
week. Volunteers run the register, tag 
donations, print tags for consignment 
and clean and organize the store. It’s 
great for community service hours – 
they welcome high school students, 

even those in the 9th grade. Amy 
said her mom loves working there. 
As we were leaving, still admiring 
and thinking about purchasing some 
items, we ran into Wendy Klein, who 
has been volunteering for many, many 
years. Carolee introduced her by way 
of saying, “We don’t know what we 
would do without Wendy – she is always 
suggesting ideas for better placement 
and giving me ideas for my weekly 
Consignment Letter.” 

Look for their town-wide garage sale 
coming in May. They publish a map of 
Wyckoff showing garage sale locations 
– it will be online and in the schools’ 
Friday Folders. And find the Shop on 
Facebook and Instagram. The Wyckoff 
PTO Economy Shop is the epitome of 
Reuse, Reduce, Recycle! Come visit!

Miss Patti’s 
Acclaimed Dance 

Camps

For detailed camp information, 
visit our website at: www.misspatti.com

SUMMER 2018
Professional instructors with extensive training, 

performance and teaching backgrounds 
I. Ages 4, 5. 6. & 7/8 
Weeks of July 9 and/or July 16 | Mon-Fri 9:30-12:30

• Quality age appropriate instruction in ballet, jazz, 
tap, musical theatre

• Crafts and tumbling among other fun-filled activities
• Endearing end-of-camp week performance.

II. Ballet Intensive with Esteemed Instructors
Two weeks July 23 – August 3    

• Professional training in classical ballet technique 
and performing skills. (also includes contemporary, 
musical theater, character)  

• NYC trip to see My Fair Lady at Lincoln Center
• End of Camp Performance

36 Franklin Tpk.  201-723-3413
Waldwick NJ            Holidaydesignsbyjoanna.com
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